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reason I am strongly inclined to identify the great Vihfira of
Avaloktieswara, which stood on the top of a hill, with the
present Bihfir, and its great isolated mountain covered with
ruins. The hill stands to the north-west of the city of Bihir,
with a precipitously steep cliff on its northern face, and an
easy slope of successive ledges of rock on the southern face.
The summit is now crowned by some Muhammadan buildings;
but I discoverd amongst the ruins some fragments of Buddhist
statues and votive stupas.
To the south-east of the Pigeon Monastery the pilgrim
travelled for 40 lit or nearly 7 miles, to another monastery,
which stood on an isolated hill. The bearing and distance point
to the great ruined mound of TiUr&wa, which is exactly 7
miles to the south-east of Bihar. Titardwa means "Partridge
Mound," that is, the francolin or grey parti idge. At Titardwa
there is a fine large tank, 1200 feet in length, with a con-
siderable mound of brick ruins to the north, which from its
square form has all the appearance of being the remains of a
monastery.
From this place Hwen Thsang resumed his north-easterly
route, and at 70 li, or nearly 12 miles, he reached a large
village on the south bank of the Ganges. But as the nearest
point of the river is 25 miles distant, we must read 170 li, or
29 miles, by adding the round number of 100 li, which was
deducted from the previous journey between Giryek and the
Pigeon Monastery.
I have considered these two corrections necessary, because
Hwen Thsang specially notices the great height of the hill near
theKapotika monastery; and as I am not aware of the existence
of any hills to the north or north-east of Bih&r and Titardwa, 1
ara obliged to shorten the one distance and lengthen the other
to make Hwen Thsang's account of his route tally with the
actual features of the country. There is a hill at Shekhpura,
about 25 miles to the east-north-east of Giryek, 665 feet in
height, which might perhaps be the true position of the Pigeon